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I. Introduction

I.1. Why civic education needs to be promoted?
Thanks to the efforts of several non-governmental organizations and of the Romanian Ministry of Education, Youth and Research, civic education has become part of the legal curriculum of formal education. Students can learn in schools about human rights, ethics and the concept of tolerance, but even in the existing obligatory or facultative classes, it is extremely difficult to educate them in the spirit of peace and interethnic tolerance needed in society. 

On the contrary, these classes seem to have negative effects on students.

In some cases students don’t even understand the importance of knowledge of civic rules and they can rarely integrate the received theoretical concepts in their way of thinking and behavior. In their everyday life students can hardly understand and accept the racial, ethnical, national, religious, linguistic, sexual and political diversity as a value of the society.

It is very important to get acquainted with basic human rights, to understand - in a proper way -the positive and negative effects of globalization and economic development, as well as the importance of environment protection and sustainable development. There is a real need of humanitarian thinking and behavior, of conflict prevention and of non-violent conflict resolution. 

These are the reasons why the Csiki Foundation initiated a new method of civic education, that brings these topics closer to students and helps youth to accumulate knowledge by experiencing different situations, by using their own creativity and their volunteer contribution. This new method of civic education also serves as an example for teachers to introduce more imagination and creativity in their educational methodology, to motivate students in learning by their own experience and to discover the connection between the information obtained at school and the situations or problems – conflicts - experienced in their own community.

Youth should also learn to formulate personal opinion and to decide about everything affecting their personal and community lives; they should learn the importance of cooperation and dialogue in the problem-solving procedures. They must realise that problem-solving, dialogue and cooperation are essential both in their own life and in the community’s life. 

The project involves high-school students and its aim is to popularize the values formulated by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. The target of the project is based on the idea that learning must be attractive and motivated, which makes this process more efficient especially if activities are initiated by the students themselves. At the same time, the knowledge of these values makes the person tolerant and leads to a critical way of thinking.

In transmitting the values of civil society, NGO-s can and must follow good practical models. The project is based both on the information gathering capacity of students and their knowledge obtained at school. We have several educational aims: the stimulation of personal initiation, the development of organization capacity, accustoming work in team, training of conflict solving, the initiation of creativity and of a responsible behavior and thinking, education in the spirit of tolerance and acceptance of diversity in social life. All these qualities are needed to a peaceful and qualitative way of life.

I.2. The organizing team: the Csiki Foundation, partners, donors: 

The Csiki Foundation has been active on the field of Romanian human rights education since the years of 2000. Since then several human rights educational and advocacy projects have been organized on local and regional level (in Transylvania), mostly for students, but also for trainers. In order to share experiences and to create both a national and an international network we organized international seminars in Miercurea Ciuc. To our seminars we invited representatives of other NGO-s from Romania, Hungary, Serbia and Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina and Russia for debates and experience exchange. 

Presently we are working together with our partners from three different South-Eastern and Central-European countries (The Open Prospects Organization from Subotica, Serbia and Montenegro, The Democratic Union of Hungarian Youth of Ukraine, The Martin Luther King Organization from Budapest, Hungary) on similar educational projects. In Romania, together with our partner institution, the Romanian Ministry of Education, Youth and Research, General Department for Education in the Minorities’ Languages and Access to Education - which helps us to contact schools all over the country – we have implemented this national project for students of different nationality. 

Map of Our Educational Network
Besides our main donor, the European Union’s Phare 2001 Civil Society program – Civic Education Component, our educational program was also supported by the local authorities: the Local Council of Miercurea Ciuc and the Harghita County Council. Both contributed financially to the success of the project. International organizations have also contributed to the program: the UNITED from the Netherlands, the UNHCR from Bucharest and the European Youth Center from Hungary helped our program with lots of teaching and informative materials.

I.3. Target group: 

Direct target group:

· 15-20 years old students from different parts of the country,

· 4 students from each high-school, who: 


- are of different nationality and belong to a national or ethnic minority group,

- have experience in organizing events,

- volunteered in the schools or in an NGO,

- are willing to learn, to share information and to spread the spirit of tolerance among their colleagues.

In Romania eight nationalities were represented in the project: Hungarian, Roma, Ukrainian, Romanian, Slovakian, Serbian, Saxon and Turkish students.

Totally 48 participants were representing 12 high schools from Romania. The following schools were selected to participate in this project: 

1. Art High school from Târgu Mureş

2. „Mikes Kelemen” High school from Sfântu Gheorghe

3. „Octavian Goga” High school from Miercurea Ciuc

4. “Ady Endre” High school from Oradea

5. “Taras Secvenco” High school from Sighetu Marmaţiei 

6. “Kemal Ataturk” High school from Medgidia

7. „Dositei Obradovici” High school from Timişoara 

8. „J. G. Tajovszky” High school from Nădlac

9. „Németh László” High school from Baia Mare

10. „Anghel Saligny” High school from Craiova 

11. „Joseph Haltrich” High school from Sighisoara

12. „Ady Endre” High school from Bucureşti

The indirect target group:

· About 500 students and teachers from each school, totally 6 000 youngsters

· Teachers, parents, invited persons, young people from other educational institutions, representatives of local companies, local administration, NGO-s, mass media and the inhabitants of the city.

II. Activities

II.1. Training courses

1.1. The aim of the courses is to support students in acquiring more knowledge and information, to create the basis of intercultural communication, to empower them to gain more self-confidence and courage in taking decisions.  

1.2. The participants of the courses

The 48 participants were divided in three groups. In each group there were 16 students of different nationalities, representing 4 schools from different parts of the country. The training courses were organized in Miercurea Ciuc city, twice for each group.

1.3. The training sessions

In the morning sessions there were presentations of lecturers on different topics. Students had the chance to choose the International Event they wished to celebrate. The topics of the lectures were related to that event. In case the students planned to celebrate the International Refugees’ Day, besides basic human rights they learned about refugees’ rights as well. During the afternoon sessions the participants learned how to plan events. They got an action plan, that they had to fill in, and after the course they had to take it to the school director and get his approval to organize the planned acitivity. 

Beside all these theorethical and practical educational activities, the participants had different tasks to do:

· creating the poster of their group

· organizing a short debate, game, a role play and composing a song or writing a short poem related to the topic of the courses

· preparing symbolical gifts for the other participants

· presenting their action plan.

Students also visited the city, watched documentary films and spent their free time together. 

1.4. The themes of the courses:

a. Theoretical learning

· Basic human rights, minorities’, women’, refugees’, children’ etc. rights: history principles

· Instruments of national and international human rights (Universal Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenants on Human Rights: International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, International Covenant on Civic and Political Rights, Conventions of the Rights of the Child, The International Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination, The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, Anti-discrimination Law of Romania etc.)

· Human rights national and international IGO-s and NGO-s 

· Web resources and bibliography about human rights 

· Clarifying definitions: all forms of discrimination, prejudice, tolerance, racism, anti-semitism, nationalism, interculturalism, multiculturalism, assimilation, identity, minority, “difference”

· Examples of worldwide anti-discrimination campaigns 

· Diversity management, conflict prevention and non-violent, creative conflict resolution, leaders of non-violent civil rights’ movements

· Ethics in a multiethnic society, diversity management

· Sustainable development, globalization.

b. Practical learning

· Democratic school system, nonformal educational methods

· Organizing events: defining the goal of the program and the target group, create list of activities, create partnerships, searching for human and financial resources, planning the evaluating indicators, the expected results.

1.5.   The trainers of the program:

· Deme Cecilia - Author of the book “Manual on Human Rights”, teacher at the Public Administration College “Babes-Bolyai” in Sfantu-Gheorghe and teacher at the “Nagy Mozes” Theoretical High school in Targu Secuiesc, Romania; 
· Demeter Annamária - Inspector for Roma children and children with special needs in Harghita county, Romania;
· Kádár Magor – International Youth Trainer, Program coordinator of the grant and scholarships information office PONT, Targu Mures, Romania; 
· Bartis Ervin - Law consultant at the Romanian Forum of Refugees and Migrants, Bucharest, Romania; 
· Horváth István - Director of the Interethnic Relations Research Center and professor at the “Babes-Bolyai” University,  Faculty of Sociology, Cluj-Napoca, Romania; 
· Leca Mihaela Corina - Programme Coordinator, CRED (the Romanian Center for Education and Human Development), Tirgoviste, Romania. 

1.6. Educational methodology 

The innovative nature of this project is our new and popular educational method, initiated in 2003, first put in practice in Harghita County in five high schools and improved after the evaluation in 2004. 

“Own ideas, own responsibilities”: The program requires youths’ active participation. Students, based on their own creative ideas and initiatives, plan the whole school program, which improves their organizational skills and abilities. The participants of the project come up with ideas, and then they organize the events they have planned. This program helps them in the future to be innovative and to take initiatives.

“From student to student” information channel: 

Young people pass on knowledge, skills, attitudes and values to their scoolmates during school activities. This is the most effective method of raising people’ interest in the importance of human rights issues. It is also a great challenge for young people to compare their knowledge and abilities and to take initiatives into their own hands. The more young people are involved in program planning and in organizing the events, the more interested they become.

“Spirit of Competition”: challenging young people to organize the most successful programs. Competition is also a very motivating activity. Young people will learn more successfully, not just for the sake of the prize, but also for the spirit of competition.

“Entertaining character”: amusing games and lectures, mainly during the activities organized by the students themselves, in which they can find the proper way of expressing their abilities and skills. This entertaining character helps in a more successful transmission of knowledge and information to the participating students. At the same time, during games and common activities types of behavior and attitude are validly copied. Students can accumulate a great amount of knowledge with minimum effort, which can be put in practice in their everyday life and which can change their way of thinking.

“International network and background”: similar international activities exist all over the world and our program is usually part of these. The International Tolerance Team email-group assures the connection between the students participating in the program. 

II.2. School events 

2.1. The following International Events were celebrated in schools:

· International Day of Women’ Rights on 8th March 

· International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination on 21st March 

· International Day of  Romas on 8th of April 

· International Day of Earth on 14th April 

· International Day of Independence, Freedom and Human Rights on 25th May 

· International Day of Refugees on 20th June 

· International Day of Tolerance on 16th November

· International Day of Human Rights on 10th of December

2.2. List of activities initiated and organized by students:

· Sport competitions: 

Organizing football, baseball, ping-pong, chess etc. competitions in schools. It is very important to emphasize the connection between the international event, which is celebrated and the sport events. To achieve this, activities should have a symbolic title (e.g. Tolerance Marathon, Non-violent Football Games, Conflict Resolution Chess, Equal Chances Fight). Such activities can also be organized involving those students who were usually excluded from these games We can simulate the difficulty of sport activities for people with physical disabilty. 

Important: only a specialized person (physical educator teacher or a coach) can organize such activities, in order that accidents should be avoided.  Competitions have to be announced at least two weeks before the date of the event and also the teams and competitors should subscribe in time. 

· 2. Other competitions: 
Organizing scientific communication sessions, essay writing competition, “who knows, wins” contests, drawing competitions, drawing on walls, floor, streets; designing posters, photography etc. 

Such activities need a very good preparation. Competitions (topics, deadlines, and if needed, a bibliography as well) are announced at least 10 days before the activity, because participants need time to prepare their materials. Persons responsible for the announced activity have to gather these materials, and a commission of evaluators also must be named, which evaluates the prepared materials. The award giving ceremony and the presentation of the best papers, exhibition of the best poster etc. can be done on the very day of the international event. Organizers have to prepare gifts for the winners. All the materials must be exposed in the school during the event; thus the authors will be aware of their personal contribution to the success of the event and also to creating a festive atmosphere in their school.

· Debates, forums, courses:

They have to have a specific topic (e.g. a shocking statement, a local problem) and in the case of debates a moderator. If specialized persons, personalities, lecturers, etc. will be invited, the invitations - naming the topic of the activity - have to be sent at least one week before the activity. It is helpful to ask the invited persons to send a feedback or a confirmation letter. The moderator of the activity has to prepare questions connected with the theme of the debate. Organizers have to assure the right place for the activity. It is very good to anticipate the number of participants and to inform them concerning the duration of the event.

Important: debates are more successful if participants express their beliefs and ask many questions, but it could be useful, if the moderator asked them to control themselves and not to hurt anybody while expressing their opinion.  

· Entertainment
There are several entertainment which can be organized such as: theatre, role plays, different performances, poetry, singing, dancing, music performances (concerts, presentations – classical, folk, modern music) etc. The most important is that organizers should mobilize the school’s own resources: students’ bands, groups of dancers, singers, chorus, theatre group… The organizers have to rent the room for the entertainment in time. The performances are connected with the topic of the day, there is enough time for each program. The activity has to be organized at a moment when even the inhabitants of the city can be invited. The final happening would be the remuneration of the entertainers. 

Interesting: the scenery of the role play or theatre can be written by the students, inspired by everyday problems, conflicts and possible solutions that really exist in their school or within their community.

· Presenting national customs and clothes, different cultures and religions

These expositions reflect the diversity of cultures and traditions. The collection of exhibited materials must be announced in time, organizers have to assure the place for exhibiting them carefully, they must assure the security of the exhibited materials and then give them back to their owners. Such expositions can be organized in an open-air space or in the hall of the school, where everybody can see them. 

· Different nationalities’ gastronomy presentation 

Such presentations have to emphasize the diversity of cultural traditions. They need some financial funds or the parents’ contribution. It is good to ask specialized people’s help. Organizers have to find a good place for cooking, or they can bring the food from restaurants or from home. Food must be exposed so that many people should have access to them. The amount of food should be somehow correlated with the number of “tasters”. Students or groups of winners of sport or other competitions should be privileged. 

This gastronomy presentation can be successfully combined with other exhibitions. It’s important to estimate the duration of the exhibition, as well as the amount of food, which should be eaten by the end of the program.

· Preparation and distribution of  informative materials

Leaflets, posters and other informative materials can be prepared and distributed inside the school, in other high schools, in public institutions, even in streets. It is important to distribute materials related to the International Day, which is celebrated, to highlight the importance of the event. Also short and easily understood texts – written by students - can be distributed: extracts of the training course materials, abbreviations of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, materials downloaded from Internet, quotations of different peacekeepers, ect. The responsible person and the materials will be chosen and prepared on time. 

International and national NGO-s often organize similar events. In case of networking or cooperating with them, organizers can get many informative materials they should distribute. 

· Role play

It needs a very good preparation and it can be carried out based on a short scenario created by organizers (e.g. conflict simulation and their non-violent resolution). Participants of the game: at least 4 students play, and an independent evaluator registers the arguments. Role games can also be organized on streets, when students wear different traditional clothes and experience the community’s reaction. After the game a debate can be organized, where experienced feelings, emotions and facts can be discussed. The activity has to be announced with a couple of day before, so participants can subscribe and prepare for it in time. 

· Different games

There are several team-games, which can be organized connected with the topic of the day: (e.g. Three Corners, Activity). Organizers usually exercise some of these games during the training course, they also get a list of such games or it can be downloaded from Internet.  Playing games is useful if the participants feel well and if they understand the real meaning of such games. The group can also discuss their thoughts and feelings after the game. 

· Case study

A research of articles can be initiated, which are connected to conflict situations, discriminative cases, human rights’ violation, etc. A group of students can also take photos about the pollution of their region or organize a public opinion pull among the inhabitants. Then they have to organize a meeting when these results will be discussed and pro and contra arguments will be discussed. Documentation places can be created, where organizers exhibit case studies (e.g. the library of the school, a classroom and walls in the school hall). Students have to be announced about the existence of this opportunity to get involved in such activities and it is good to provide web resources for students interested in the issue, where they can find more information about the topic. 

· Public opinion pull

It can be organized by means of interviews with students, teachers, representatives of educational institutions. 

Public opinion research can be organized in the streets as well (e.g. about the attitude of the population toward minorities, refugees…) and the results can be presented in schools: debates on the results can also be organized.

The questions are well prepared and communicated to the interviewed persons before.  Interviews can be published in the school newspapers or broadcasted in the school radio.

 “Talking walls”: a big sheet of paper placed on the school floors, where students and teachers can write their opinion. Organizers have to write on the papers a (shocking) statement that provokes students to write their comment on it. 

· Films and documentaries

Films or documentaries are broadcasted in the schools. Organizers have to assure that the theme of the film should be connected with the celebration of the event and students will surely find it interesting. There are cases when students create their own short documentary film and present it on that day. It is important that after the film the moderator should initiate a short discussion panel about the spectators’ opinion regarding the facts shown in the film.

· Marching in streets

Students march in streets with informative posters and distribute free of charge mobilizing materials connected with the international event. There can be organized Antiwar demonstrations, but also Tolerance or Peace Marches. The route of marching must be well planned. In some cases the presence of local official authorities could also be necessary.

· Humanitarian aids

The real meaning of such initiatives is to make students aware of the fact that there are many disadvantaged people even in their own community, people who need to be accepted and helped by others. It is important to find the most suitable way of helping them, not to give to them such things that they do not really need. The collection campaign (collection of food, shoes, clothes etc.) has to begin at least 2 weeks before the activity. Organizers have to assure a place where they gather the donated things, and also have to have a list of the persons to whom they donate. Responsible persons of the action have to be chosen. The donation itself cannot be humiliating for the person who receives the donation. The real success of such activities depends on the number of students who are ready to make donations, who participate in handing donations over. The true effect of such initiatives will be shown in the future, if they are repeated. 

· Creating new decision making forums

Creating student councils, school radio and newspaper that express their point of view and give space to students’ personal decisions and influence the school and the educational system.  Students can collect signatures, write petitions or protest letters if they consider that the educational system discriminates any of their colleagues, or if there are human rights violations in their community. They can handle these documents to the directorate of their school or to the local authorities.   

2.3. Requirements for organizing the events:

The success of the events depends on the way students participating on the training courses can:

· mobilize their colleagues to take part in planning and organizing the activities, 

· mobilize the students from their school to participate in the activities

· cooperate with their teachers and the director of their school, to get their approval for organizing different activities,

· cooperate with local institutions, authorities, NGO-s to invite them for exhibitions, courses, debates

· cooperate with representatives of local media in order to get more publicity for their program

· cooperate with local firms to get donations from them.

The symbols of the event:

One of the most important aspects of a school activity initiated by students is the façade (logo) chosen for that day, which is represented in every material (invitations, posters, leaflets etc). Students can wear insignia, or can wear uniform clothes (e.g. all wear only blue or green clothes) to emphasize their participation in an important activity of the school. These symbols reflect the creativity of students and the fact that they realise the importance of the actual international event.

Important: 

Organizers have to assure that violent manifestation can’t take place during the event. People have to be tolerant, they need to be open for discussion, they have to know their fellows and try to help them. This must be the message of this day. So the eyes of the participants are on the organizers, first of all their attitude must be adequate.

2.4. Evaluation methods

The evaluation criteria are the following:

· The percentage of participant students, who participated in activities? 

· How many activities were organized in a high school? 

· How long did these activities last?

· How many persons were involved in organizing the activities? 

· Number of partners involved in the school program: NGO-s, public institutions, other schools, mass media, lecturers, and invited persons?

· How many informative materials were created and distributed during the competition? 

· Do students consider these school activities useful and important for them? 

· The level of knowledge accumulated during the activities.

· The number of the indirect target group: other youngsters, teachers, parents and other members of the involved community

· The design and message of the exhibited materials.

II.3. Exhibition

3.1. Demonstrative presentation of the school programs

A final occasion to preview and evaluate the programs in each school was the exhibition opened in Miercurea Ciuc. Here all the participant teams had the occasion to exhibit their own materials and to present the agendas of the program using video and CD digital records, photos, posters, all the informative material they had prepared during the events and all the articles that had been published about them in the media. This presentation helped students, organizers and interested visitors to realize the variety of skills and abilities that students are able to mobilize in order to raise interest, transfer information and change attitudes. The Exhibition was open for a week, there were lots of people, mainly teachers and youngsters who visited the exposed materials and local media also focussed on the events.  

3.2. The award giving ceremony and the gift 

On the basis of the evaluation forms, the design and message of the exhibited materials the commission of evaluators named the winner teams of the competition. Even if there was set a list of winners, all schools received a Prize of Tolerance, which the students brought back to their schools and exposed on the wall. The symbolical message of this prize is that the school, its teachers and its students do not discriminate any person because of his origin, race, nationality, religion, language and mental or physical abilities. 

Beside the Tolerance Prize students got gifts that consisted of valuable books. 

The most important goal of this project was not to win the first prize. But the fact is that everybody was and must be winner: each participant of this project can learn and acquire more knowledge, more skills and can experience how important cooperation with others in order to get more and better results is. To emphasize this aim of the project and mostly the fact that we work in a multicultural environment, we organized a one-day trip by bus for the whole group to the Saint Anna Lake. This trip provided for participants a less formal occasion to discuss, to get to know each other better, and to create friendships.

Meeting unknown persons and facing unknown problems creates fear, fear creates violence and hate: “An enemy is one whose story we have not heard.” Gene Knudsen Hoffman, Quaker (Religious Society of Friends) peace activist.

III. Result

III.1. Feedback from participants, teachers, trainers 

„The program of the Csiki Foundation fructified the experience of many national and international organizations, which considered the object of the program – the promotion of human rights - very important. Respecting human rights is a solid basis of improving the quality of life in general. The projects aiming human rights intend to touch all the members of the society, they don’t intend to give only information. Besides this they intend to form an attitude of maximum civic resposibility, an attitude of tolerance and acceptance of diversity and of its values. The program has reached its aim, the participant students were enthuiastic, creative, with good organizatory skills expressed during the training courses. In most of the cases they could mobilize both human and official resources of their schools and their communities in order to fulfill the proposed aims. The main idea of the project was that knowledge could be gathered not only at school, in the classrooms. Nevertheless the project has its lessons too. The success of the project depends on reality and on the specific character of the school. The help and involvment of adults, teachers, local authorities is very important. This help must not modify the initial idea expressed by the participant students: our aim is to learn and to enjoy ourselves at the same time. Finally, the effect of an educational program like the named one would be better if both the teachers and the directory staff of the school were involved. Such a program should have to get the financial support of the local community, too. It would be important that such projects - focussed on human rights - were continued, thus initiating a positive process.”

Demeter Annamaria, 

Evaluator, School Inspectorate, 

Harghita County, Romania

„The project organized by the Csiki Foundation proved to be extremely useful, first of all, because of the knowledge that the participating students gained. Taking part in the courses they learned basic information about human rights protection systems, about teamwork and how to organize public events. The students didn’t only learn and experience; rather they were “knowledge-carriers” and passed on their accumulated information to other students, during the public events. On the other hand, the course contributed to intercultural learning and the breakdown of stereotypes, since the participants came with different ethnic background and belonged to different nationalities.”

Ervin Bartis, 

Trainer, Law consultant at the Romanian Forum of Refugees and Migrants, 

Bucharest, Romania 
„As a participant I can say that I had an amazing experience. During the training courses we had the chance to create new relationships with other participants. Because we had the role of the host participants, we were also one of their guides.  During training courses as well as during spare times we tried to be as opened as possible and I think we managed to prove this together with one of our group members (Okti), with who we made a lot of funny things … However, one of the most important things that I experienced was that we have accumulated pretty much knowledge in the field that most of us were really interested in.”

Mircea Luncan, 

Student at the “Octavian Goga” High School form Miercurea Ciuc, Romania

“We are pleased that we were invited to participate in the program initiated by the Csiki Foundation. The training courses organized in Miercurea Ciuc provided the opportunity for different nationality students from all parts of the country to meet each other, to experience the aspects of the culture of each minority and to acquire new knowledge.

The achieved results fulfilled the expectations due to the great diversity of actions carried on in the participating schools, actions organized by the students participating in the training courses.

At the end of the project we appreciate positively the development of the students’ communication skills, their team spirit, the stimulation of their imagination and creativity, the fact that they deepened their knowledge related to human rights, their capacity to initiate relations based on tolerance and respect for each other. Students learned even from each other new methods of self-expression, even in a nonconformist way, based on the language of art, which proved again its universality.

During the program we realized that extremely good relationships were created between teachers and students thanks to the teamwork that helped them in organizing the planned actions.

Based on the fact that wherever and whenever one can learn something good … we propose such training courses to be organized for teachers too.”

Prof. Gabriela Iancsik,

 Vice-principal of ,,J. Gregor Tajovsky” High school from Nădlac, Romania

“As the Assistant Public Information Officer of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees in Hungary, I had the chance to attend as a trainer, and closely follow up as an observer a series of human rights activities organized by students in two secondary grammar schools. I delivered two lectures on refugee issues in these schools, and I was one of the observers at the Budapest school's Day of Human Rights organized and implemented by the pupils.

I was impressed by the amount and structure of information related to a wide range of human rights issues that were shared with the pupils by the Csiki Foundation in preparation for the Day of Human Rights. The students invited in their schools a large number of experts involved in the field of the protection and promotion of human rights, in organizing tolerance campaigns and various awareness raising activities. The pupils had the chance to participate in an interactive way in trainings, seminars held by these experts. Afterwards the pupils could utilize their newly acquired knowledge on human rights issues in a creative and interactive way. They designed posters, installations with relevant messages, they delivered lectures to each other, they organized a full day of activities, competitions, and performances dedicated to raising awareness on human rights.”

Andrea Szobolits, 

Assistant Public Information Officer of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, Hungary

III.2. Follow up activities

The real success of such events is shown if teachers and school directors integrate some elements of these activities in their educational method, and if students can more actively participate in the evolution of their community development and in the decision making process. 

Our main objective is to create a tradition in Romanian high schools to organize similar activities in every school year at the occasion of such international events. All participants of this project gained the “know how” and the experience of planning and organizing events and they are all able to continue putting into practice their own program ideas. Our organization supports their initiatives. 

We created a ToleranceTeam@yahoogroups.com email list, where all the participants from all the countries involved are subscribed and in this way youth of different nationalities and with the same interest can keep in touch and share ideas and experiences.

At the same time we are working on enlarging our educational network in more SouthEastern and Central European countries. We use all forums to make our successful projects known by other NGOs and also by donors. The international background assures the participant students’ conviction that the fulfilment of such international programs leads to the creation and acceptance of European democratic values.
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